
Japan’s defence and security policy reform  
and its impact on regional security 

March 22nd, 2017 
Subcommittee on Security and Defense, 

European Parliament 
Mission of Japan to the European Union 



 Approved on September 19, 2015, and took effect on March 29, 2016.  
 The legislation enables … 
  (1) seamless responses to any situations to secure the lives and peaceful 

livelihood of the Japanese people. 
  (2) Japan to contribute to the peace and stability of the international community  
           = “Proactive Contribution to Peace” 

 For example, 
    (1) Japan can participate in a wider range of U.N. PKOs and other international peace 

cooperation activities including the protection of civilians & the use of weapons for the 
defense of mandate. 

    (2) The SDF can provide necessary support activities in a situation that has an important 
influence to Japan’s peace and security or threatens international peace and security. 

    (3) The exercise of the right of collective self-defense is permitted under the “Three New 
Conditions” . 

Three New Conditions for “Use of Force” as Measures for Self-Defense 
(1) when an armed attack against Japan occurs or when an armed attack against a foreign country that is in a close relationship with 

Japan occurs and as a result threatens Japan’s survival and poses a clear danger to fundamentally overturn people’s right to life, 
liberty and pursuit of happiness, 

(2) when there is no other appropriate means available to repel the attack and ensure Japan’s survival and protects its people, 
(3) use of force limited to the minimum extent necessary 

Japan’s Legislation for Peace and Security 

       Enhance the deterrence provided by the Japan-U.S. Alliance.  
         Deepen trust and cooperative relations with other partners.  

*No changes in Japan’s basic posture and orientation as a peace-loving nation.  
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Regional Affairs: Vicinity of Japan’s Air Space 

Number of Scrambles by Japan Air Self-Defense 
Forces since the Period of the Cold War and Its 
Breakdown Example Flight Patterns of Chinese 

and Russian Aircraft to Which 
Scrambles Responded 

Source: Defense of Japan 2015 

Source: Defense of Japan 2015 
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15 yrs 5 yrs 

 
Chronology of ballistic missile(BM) launches and nuclear tests by North Korea 

Kim Jong-Il Regime Kim Jong-Un Regime 

Regional Affairs  : Korean Peninsula    

1 year 
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Regional Affairs : Korean Peninsula  

Source: Japan’s Defense White Paper 2016 

Range of North Korean Ballistic Missiles 

 The figure above shows a rough image of the distance each missile can 
reach from Pyongyang for the sake of convenience. 
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 Spratly Islands are claimed by China, Taiwan, Viet 

Nam, the Philippines, Malaysia and Brunei.   
 Paracel Islands are claimed by China, Taiwan and 

Vietnam. China has had de facto control of the 
Paracels since 1974.  

 Pratas Islands are claimed by China and Taiwan. 
Taiwan has had de facto control of the Pratas since 
1945. 

 Macclesfield Bank is claimed by China, the 
Philippines and Taiwan. China has de facto control.  

In the South China Sea, there are features whose sovereignty has not been determined.  

Japan's Position 

5 The South China Sea Issue  

• The South China Sea issue is directly connected to the peace and stability in the region and is therefore a matter 
of justifiable interest of the international community, including Japan.  

• Japan has consistently supported adherence to the rule of law in the South China Sea, and emphasized the 
importance for all parties concerned to make efforts for peaceful resolution of disputes in the South China Sea in 
accordance with international law.  

• The Philippines v. China Award rendered on 12 July 2016 by the Arbitral Tribunal is final and legally binding on the 
parties to the dispute. Japan strongly expects that the parties’ compliance with this award will lead to the 
peaceful settlement of disputes in the South China Sea. 



“Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy” 
 

A key for stability and prosperity of the international community is dynamism that is created by combining 

  “Two Continents” : Asia that is rapidly growing and Africa that possess huge potential of growth; and 

  “Two Oceans” :  Free  and open Pacific Ocean and Indian Ocean 

   ⇒ broaden the horizon of Japanese foreign policy by envisioning the above as an overarching, comprehensive concept 

“Diplomacy that takes a panoramic perspective  
of the world map” 

Africa 
 
■ Full of potential 
・population around 1.1 billion  
   (15% of global population) 
     → around  2.5 billion in 2050 
・account for 30,000,000 ㎢ 
   (22% of global area） 
・high economic growth rate  
   (4.2% on average (2002-2013)) 
・rich in natural resources and 

promising markets 
 

⇒progressing as a ”developing 
continent” whereas still challenged by 
poverties and terrorism etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“Proactive Contribution to Peace”  
based on the principle of international cooperation 

Improve “connectivity” between Asia and Africa 

through free and open Indo-Pacific, and promote 

stability and prosperity of the region as a whole 

Japan will provide nation-building 
support in the area of development 
as well as politics and governance, in 
a way that respects the ownership of 
African countries, and not by forcing 
on or intervening in them 

Japan will expand infrastructure 
development, trade and 
investment, and enhance business 
environment and human 
development from East Asia as a 
starting-point, to the Middle East 
and Africa 

※ To make  the “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy” into shape, Japan 
will strengthen strategic collaboration with India, which has a historical 
relationship with East Africa, as well as the US and Australia. 

“Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy” 

The Pacific 
Ocean 

The Indian 
Ocean 

Based on the accomplishments of the Abe Administration, Japan intends to further improve and expand these diplomatic concepts 

Asia 
 
 

■ Increase of awareness of 

confidence, responsibility and 
leadership, as well as democracy, 
rule of law and market economy 
taking root in South East and South 
Asian countries 

 

⇒ Currently expanding its success to 
Africa and bring out the potential of 
Africa as a “global main player ” 
through a free and open Indo-Pacific 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A New Foreign Policy Strategy: “Free and Open Indo-Pacific Strategy 6 



Strait of Hormuz 

Persian Gulf 
Suez Canal 

Route of  Oil Tanker 

Indian Ocean 

South 
China Sea 

Reference: Agency for National Resources and Energy HP（http://www.meti.go.jp/committee/summary/eic0009/pdf/006_06_02.pdf） 
The Japanese Shipowners’ Association “shipping now 2015-2016”（https://www.kaijipr.or.jp/shipping_now/pdf/introduction.pdf ) 

East China 
Sea 

Cyber Security 

Strait of Malacca 
 
 
 

ReCAAP 
(Counter-Piracy Cooperation) 

MDA/  
Outer Space 

Route of trading 
vessels  

Gulf of Aden 
 
 
 
 

CTF151 
(Counter-Piracy 
Operation) 

Japan 

Regional Affairs: Japan and Maritime Security Policy 
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